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Reviewing the Journey 

The Genealogy Do-Over https://www.genealogydoover.com 

 

Wow . . . 12 steps and didn’t it just seem to zoom by? I can’t speak for everyone who participated in The 

Genealogy Do-Over. I can, however, relate what I’ve learned and discovered during my journey: 

• There is a need for change: Those who have been doing genealogy for years and years have begun 

to realize that their early genealogy research may not provide the foundation that they want for a 

solid family tree. 

• No guilt, no shame, and no regrets: There has been an honest discussion about our past practices 

and ways to improve them. With the input of thousands of participants, we created a “safe space” 

where anyone can admit they were a name collector or didn’t cite their sources. 

• Collaboration counts: Genealogists have always been collaborators; this is nothing new. In years 

past we would gather at society meetings and exchange information as well as research tips. We 

would attend conferences to improve our research knowledge and to network with others. Now with 

social media and groups such as The Genealogy Do-Over Facebook Group, the collaborative 

tradition continues. Remember this: very few of our ancestors arrived in a new place and could 

have survived on their own. They counted on the wisdom and knowledge of those that arrived 

before them. 

• Honor and respect: I’ve also learned that genealogists are people (amazing, right?) We all have our 

quirks, our biases . . . we are human after all. Even with over 20,000 members in the Facebook 

Group, we’ve managed to agree on many issues and yet disagree on how to approach them. Many 

people told me I was crazy to try and “supervise the sand box” and that doing so would just suck 

the life and energy out of me. It turned out that the opposite has been true: I’ve enjoyed the dialog 

and I’ve gained real insights as to what drives and motivates genealogists. There have been very 

few times when I’ve had to delete a post or ban a member for various reasons such as being rude 

or hijacking posts. I think this track record says quite a bit about the genealogy community. 

• A big thank you to the professionals: One of the most amazing aspects of The Genealogy Do-Over is 

how the concept has been embraced by various professional genealogists. And I don’t mean that 

they’ve “capitalized” on an active audience or tried to sell their own products and services to the 

crowd. Many of them have spent hours posting advice in the Facebook Group on citing sources, 

locating records, tracking research and more. Elizabeth Shown Mills has been a regular presence 

and I’m grateful for all her contributions. 

• Genealogy was meant to be fun: Have I had fun during The Genealogy Do-Over? I have and it has 

been due to the combination of energy and humor contributed by group members. Thanks to 

everyone who posted a funny cartoon or quotation. Thanks to those who were able to tell their 

funny and even most embarrassing stories about their early research. If genealogy isn’t fun, I just 

don’t think I would be doing it. 

• A continual journey: And finally, I’ve come to realize that you just can’t do The Genealogy Do-Over in 

a matter of weeks. No one can, not even me. When I created this program, I wanted something 

short and sweet and that would serve as a foundation for constant and continued improvement of 

genealogical research skills. I think that has been accomplished. 
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Once again, thank you for being a part of this amazing journey. Your participation, your input at the 

Facebook Group, your comments on live lectures and webinars and more – all of these have energized me 

and have made me even more committed to continue leading a discussion on improving genealogical 

research habits. 

Going Forward To Do List – Full Do-Over Participants 

• Evaluate how The Genealogy Do-Over has improved your research habits. Consider focusing on 

those topics where you feel you still need improvement. 

Going Forward To Do List – Review or “Go-Over” Participants 

• Evaluate how The Genealogy Do-Over has improved your research habits even in a “review” 

perspective of your existing research.  

 


